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Sacramento Valley Conservancy and Yolo Land Trust Complete Purchase of Yolo County’s Elkhorn Basin (Knagg’s) Ranch

· Acquisition Boosts Regional Agriculture, Flood Control, & Water Resources Planning Objectives -

Sacramento, CA (September 12, 2008)— The Sacramento Valley Conservancy (SVC), in collaboration with Yolo Land Trust, today announced that it successfully completed its purchase of the 1,682 acre Elkhorn Basin (aka Knaggs) Ranch in Yolo County, located along the Sacramento River 10 minutes northeast of Woodland, just north of I-5, and twenty minutes from downtown Sacramento. The project offers an innovative model for regional collaboration.  Funding partners include the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA), the Department of Water Resources, the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, the Resources Legacy Fund, and the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB-pending approval).  Yolo County also established a partnership with SAFCA on issues of mutual interest.

The acquisition of the Elkhorn Basin Ranch permanently preserves land in the Elkhorn Basin for agricultural, wildlife habitat and open space use.  The project boosts local farmland preservation - as the ranch will remain in productive agriculture including both orchards and row crops; provides riparian forest habitat; retains local water resources; and enhances regional flood protection. (See attached fact sheet.)

“This important acquisition serves as a model for regional collaboration that will strengthen regional flood protection, preserve our heritage, and help support continued local food production and our agricultural economic base,” said Assembly member Lois Wolk, who serves on the Legislative Advisory Committee of the Wildlife Conservation Board.  “As our region grows and evolves, we must develop innovative partnerships that preserve Yolo County’s agricultural land use strategy while maintaining its scenic beauty.”

“I am pleased that the Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency played an active role in this effort to preserve this area as permanently protected agricultural land and complementary habitat,” said Senator Darrell Steinberg.  “This creative partnership demonstrates that working together we can make both sides of the river safer, more secure, more beautiful, and, at the same time, maintain economic productivity.”

"I am pleased that AB 930 is demonstrating its value in fostering regional cooperation for the conservation of our valuable agricultural lands as well as fostering good floodplain management practices", said Assemblyman Dave Jones (D-Sacramento), the author of a 2007 measure to encourage landowners to voluntarily enter into easement agreements as a part of the capital region's integrated flood control strategy. 

MORE

“By acquiring and managing the Elkhorn Basin Ranch, SVC and Yolo Land Trust are fulfilling our mission to protect our communities’ heritage while investing in our future,” said Aimee Rutledge, executive director of SVC.  “The innovative partnerships established during the Ranch acquisition enhance regional cooperation on flood issues, sustain local walnuts, wheat and other crops, and provide unique opportunities for Sacramento River habitat restoration to provide homes for endangered song birds, fish and other species.”

“We are excited to build this bridge across the river – linking two counties-- by partnering with SVC. We look forward to a close and on-going collaboration with SVC to help sustain the agricultural land uses and habitat values along the Sacramento River that are so important to the region,” said Debbie North, Conservation Director of the Yolo Land Trust.  

Grants from the Resources Legacy Fund, California Department of Water Resources, SAFCA, and WCB (pending approval) assisted with the Elkhorn Basin Ranch project.
About the Sacramento Valley Conservancy:

The Sacramento Valley Conservancy is private, non-profit land trust founded in 1990 on two basic principles–that open lands are necessary for quality of life and that we 
must save land today so future generations may enjoy its benefits tomorrow.  The Conservancy buys land only from willing sellers, and works cooperatively with private landowners and public and private funding sources to create win-win solutions. More information about SVC, including our docent-led hiking and Youth Education and Stewardship (YES) outings, the East Sacramento Blue Oak Hills Area project, including the 4,000-acre Deer Creek Hills Oak Woodland Preserve and Working Ranch, our Sacramento Prairie Vernal Pool Area, the Dry Creek Parkway, SMUD Nature Preserve and other projects can be found on the organization’s website at www.sacramentovalleyconservancy.org.  Donations can be made to the Sacramento Valley Conservancy at P.O. Box 163351, Sacramento, CA 95816 or call 916/492-0908.

About the Yolo Land Trust:

Yolo Land Trust (YLT) is a non-profit, public benefit corporation that was formed in 1988 by farmers and community leaders to protect agricultural, open space and habitat lands in Yolo County.  The majority of YLT’s Directors are farmers from throughout the County.  With a long history of helping landowners preserve the landscape, YLT understands that the local networks of farmland, rangeland, stream corridors, wetlands and oak woodlands weave together to drive the economy, support wildlife and help make Yolo County a wonderful place to live and work.  To date, YLT has helped landowners place conservation easements on over 8,600 acres of farmland, permanently protecting this land for future generations.  More information on YLT can be found on the organization’s website at www.yololandtrust.org or be calling (530) 662-1110.
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