Community Supports Deer Creek Hills Preserve
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
SACRAMENTO VALLEY CONSERVANCY NAMED BEST SMALL NONPROFIT IN SIX-COUNTY REGION 

Sacramento, Calif. –March 10, 2003.  The Sacramento Valley Conservancy (SVC) was named the best nonprofit with a budget under $750,000 in the six-county capital region by the “Models of Success” program, sponsored by the Sacramento Metro Chamber of Commerce and the Non-Profit Resource Center.

“SVC is honored to receive this recognition for our work to preserve open space in the Sacramento area,” stated Aimee Rutledge, Executive Director.  “SVC works hard to bring together strategic members of the community to forge creative solutions to the urgent need to preserve agricultural, natural and recreational lands for future generations.  It means a lot to know our work is appreciated.”

Fulfilling the will of the community, as expressed in a November 2000 vote, SVC raised over $5.8 million in six-months and purchased almost half of the 4000 acre Deer Creek Hills property. The property is managed by SVC as a working ranch, with docent-led tours on every fourth Saturday, January-May.  (See www.sacramentovalleyconservancy.org for more information.)  A management plan 
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process will identify future uses.

Currently, SVC faces the challenge of raising the $5.6 million needed to complete this project.  SVC must close a $1.9 million funding gap by September of this 

year in order to do so.  

“SVC works effectively with all segments of the community, private and public, to successfully resolve the difficult and urgent challenges of preserving open lands in our rapidly urbanizing area,”  said Roger Niello, Sacramento county supervisor and Deer Creek Hills Fundraising Committee co-chair.  “Deer Creek Hills presents a one-time opportunity to preserve both our ranching heritage and opportunities for future generations to experience the stunning native blue oak woodlands at the base of the foothills.”

The “Models of Success” awards will be presented on March 29 at the Sacramento Convention Center.
About the Sacramento Valley Conservancy:

The Sacramento Valley Conservancy is private, non-profit land trust founded in 1990 on two basic principles–that open lands are necessary for quality of life and that we must save land today so future generations may enjoy its benefits tomorrow.  SVC buys land only from willing sellers, and works cooperatively with private landowners and public and private funding sources to create win-win solutions. More information about SVC, including the East Sacramento County Oak Woodland Legacy Area project, our Sacramento Prairie Vernal Pool Area, the Dry Creek Parkway, and other projects can be found on the organization’s website at www.sacramentovalleyconservancy.org.  Donations can be made to SVC at P.O. Box 163351; Sacramento, CA 95816 or call 916/492-0908.
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